CHEMTREC® Informational Requirements for Hazardous Waste or Lab Shipments - Sample Answers

Shipper Name:  [Name as on Shipping Papers]
CHEMTREC® Customer Number: [Cust #]

Date: [Today’s Date]


1. What is the name of the specimen or waste being shipped?

Infectious Substance, Affecting Humans, Category A

2. What is the item? Composition?
       
All shipments of Infectious Substance, Affecting Humans, Category A - are shipped according to Packing Instruction 602. Our lab uses an ambient shipping box, made by ABC Company, the Brand A Infectious/Diagnostic Shipper.  This is a square cardboard box, approx 8 inches per side. The secondary container inside is a plastic, screw-top cylinder. The primary containers inside the cylinder are cultures of organisms. Each culture is usually on agar, in a primary container of glass (that is, an agar slant). Each primary container is sealed with parafilm. Very rarely, we may need to send a tube of liquid culture as the primary container. In all cases, the volume of agar or liquid per package NEVER exceeds 50 ml. In addition, there is always a square of absorbent material in the secondary container, capable of absorbing up to 50 ml of liquid.
 

The materials we send from the category A group are normally: [list materials usually shipped].  

3. What protective steps should be taken during handling?
 

Protective steps for personnel should include protection against infectious aerosols or ingestion or contact.  For clean-up of lab spills, we wear a mask (recommend NIOSH approved N95 particulate respiratory type), gloves (non-latex chloroprene), and protective surgical gown (basically something to put over street clothes to protect them from contamination - the gown should not open in the front). Do not step in any spill from the shipment.
 

4. How do we decontaminate (with what)?
 

Decontamination with sodium hypochlorite (household bleach) is effective.  A 1:10 dilution is useful. We use 2% phenol, or alternatively a compound called Dispatch. In any event, cover the item with paper toweling, and soak the toweling with the disinfectant. Flood the area around the item generously with disinfectant, begin at perimeter and work inwards. Leave soaked for at least one half hour.
 

5. How do we clean up?
 

Wearing the protective clothing (see above) - (at the very least, mask and hospital gloves), pick up the items carefully. Use forceps in the case of any broken glass - avoid handling any broken glass directly even with gloved hands.  Place all items and the paper towels in a double set of leak-proof plastic bags, preferably with a biohazard label on them. If there IS obvious broken glass, it should go in a rigid leak-proof container, then could go into the plastic bags.
 

6. How do we dispose of it?
 

The safest thing would be to arrange to have the material autoclaved before disposing.  In any case, autoclaved or not, it still should be regarded as bio-hazardous waste.
 

7. What kind of lab could handle it?
 

Probably any hospital clinical lab could do so, especially if they have Bio-safety level 2 capability. These labs also have set-ups for disposing of bio-hazardous waste.
 

8. What kind of container should it be put in?
 

See under item 4.
 

9. If other packages are contaminated as a result of the incident, what should be done with them?
 

Decontaminate the exterior with bleach solution. 
 

